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Dr. Randy Morris [is] a
Chicago fertility specialist
who in 1998 became one of
the first in the country to
offer embryo donations.

thhm a month of
‘| contacting Morris,
|| Paterniti was pregnant
| with an embryo
donated by a couple
that wished to remain
anonymous.

Morris, the Paternitis’
fertility specialist, began
arranging embryo donation
for infertile couples in
1998... He has overseen 50

laq p

Stephan ). Medges
:,a: Honsard Witt

s the metinisichin

= | to cell near Buifalo

3 charged with aidin

Men said to belong ||

Embryos’ fate leaves lives hangmg in balance

Donations fuel
stem cell debate

By Jeremy Manier

Tribine saff reporer

On Aug 1 Laura and Ray-
mond Paternit! ended thelr six-
year sirugele to have a child
when Laucra gave birth to a
daughter who bore no genetic
relation toéither of hier new par-
ents,

Alexa, an infant with spiky
black hair, eame to the family as
an embryo donated by another
Chicago-area couple with em

bryos to spare after a round of
in-vitro fertilization. With her

new baby, Laura Paterniti has
rebounded from despair over in-
fertility to amazement that the
anonymous embryo donors let
strangers bear and raise their
genetic child

*1 thank God for that woman
every day.” Paterniti said:

Although embryo donation
brought an unexpected gilt of
life for tie Paternitis, in the last
vear it has become a conten-

tious Issue at the crossronds of

revolutionary research mnd
abortion palitics. Most recently
embryo donation gined mo-
mentum with a §1 million feder.
al program to promote the prac:
Hoe.

Opponents of abortion rights
have touted embryo donation as
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n better use of smbryos than em-
bryonic stem ecell research, in
which embryos are destroyed.
President Bush cited the bables
born through such donations
last year when he set limits on
funding of embryonle stem coll
work

The debste over the
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daughters from right! Chaws and Chana pray af dinnes.
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ence of stem cells and the emerg

‘ing interest in embryo donation

are part of an attampt to clarify
the shadowy moral and legal
status of embryes. How that def-
inition unfolds could have
broad implications for sclen
tists and infertile couples.

With some 100,000 leftover em

s prayer for peace
Buffetod hy the bloodshed of 91 and intifada,
Jews prepare for the bope of the holiest of days

Hynday ot smslown. i aee

embryo donation procedures.

See, [ wanted that experience. | wanted (o
be pregnant, buy maternity clothes, have
someone say to me, “When are you due?”

—Laura Patemitl. whoss finger iy being stusszed by new daugh-
ter Alexa. She and bt hisband Raymond bad a baby sfter acoeps-
Ing an embryo from an ancnymous donok

bryus in cold storage around the
1.5, a growing number of cou-
ples choosing how (o use their
embryos find themselves walgh-
ing values—incloding the hope
of medical progress and the
promise of new |ife

PLEASE SEE EMBRYQ, PAGE 14
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